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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim(s) 116 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 4 
"discount call" The applicant agrees on the phone to strike out this limitation in response 
to the office action. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or nnore claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim(s) 56, 59, 67, 70, 78, 81, 91, 94, 111-123 and 125 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim(s) 56 recites the limitation "said instructions" in line 1 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It will be in the benefit of the 
applicant to clearly define which instructions the limitation is referring to since they are 3 
type of instructions in the claim limitations. 

Claim(s) 59 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the incoming 
instructions" in line 12 and "said instructions" lines 13-14. 

Claim(s) 67 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said targeted 
appliance" in line 15 and "said appliance future behavior*' line 16 and "the instructions" 
line 16. 
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Claim(s) 70 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said instructions" in 
lines 13 and 15. 

Claim(s) 78 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said instmctions" in 
line 14. 

Claim(s) 81 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said instructions" in 
lines 16 and 21. 

Claim(s) 91 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the a remote location" 
in line 11 and "said incoming instructions" lines 14-15 and "said instructions" line 16. 

Claim(s) 94 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the received 
information" in line 5. 

Claim(s) 111 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said sen/er" in lines 
9 and 10, and "said instructions" in lines 1 1 and 12. 

Claim(s) 112 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said incoming 
instructions" in lines 10 and 12. 

Claim(s) 113 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the communication 
system" in line 13, "said incoming to said device" in lines 15 and 16 and "said device 
based on said instructions" in line 17. 

Claim(s) 114 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the received 
information" in line 13. 

Claim(s) 115 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the input terminal in 
line 9, "the communication system" in line 12, "the remote location" in lines 14 and 17, 
and "the server" in lines 15 and 16. 
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Claim(s) 116 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said instructions" in 
line 10. 

Claim(s) 117 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "said device" in lines 
13 and 14 and "said instructions" in line 14. 

Claim(s) 118 has the same problem, it recites the limitation " the information" in 
line 15, "the sen/er" in lines 15 and 16 and "the remote location" in lines 15 and 17. 

Claim(s) 119 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the server" in line 
10, "the information" line 10, "the transmitted information" in line 12, "the remote 
location" in lines 12 and 13, and "said instructions" in line 14. 

Claim(s) 119 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "any incoming 
information" in line 8 made this limitation indefinite. 

Claim(s) 120 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the transmitted 
information" in line 10. 

Claim(s) 121 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the communication 
system" in lines 7 and 10, "the server" in line 8, "the targeted appliance" in line 12 and 
"said information" in line 13. 

Claim(s) 122 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the communication 
system" in lines 7 and 10, "the server" in line 8, "the targeted appliance" in line 12 and 
"said information" in line 13. 

Claim(s) 123 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the server" in lines 5 
and 7, "the information" in line 6, "the communication system" in line 8, "the incoming 
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information" in lines 11 and 12, "the remote location" in lines 12 and 13, "the device" in 
line 13, "said remote location" in line 14 and "said information" in line 15, 

Claim(s) 125 has the same problem, it recites the limitation "the process 
information" in line 1 1 , "the information" in line 13, "the remotely located input terminal" 
in line 13, "said information" in line 15, "said server" in line 16 and "said instructions" in 
line 17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claim(s) 56-87, 91, 94, 96, 100, 107, 108, and 111-125. rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kittirutsunetorn (US 5,051.720). 

Regarding claim(s) 56, 59, 67, 70, 78, 81, 91, 94, 96, 111-123 and 125. 

Kittirutsunetorn discloses a method for controlling one or more remote targeted devices 
(141 on FIG. 1) over a communication network (1 19 on FIG. 1) by accessing a central 
computer (121 on FIG. 1), selecting a specific targeted device (141 on FIG. 1) at a 
remote location, and entering instruction that will control the future behavior of said 
targeted device at said remote location (FIG. 1 and column 1, lines 7-10), comprising: 
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accessing a central computer using a plurality of remote data entry points 
(column 3, lines 21-27); 

accessing a central computer using a plurality of remote data entry modes 
(column 3, lines 21-27); 

a central computer able to process and store instructions inputted from a plurality 
of data entry points (column 3, lines 28-39); 

a central computer able to determine if incoming instructions are authorized to be 
accepted and fonA^arded to a specific remote location (column 6, lines 27-35); 

a central computer able to fonA/ard instructions over a communication system to a 
chosen remote location where said instructions will be relayed to a targeted device 
(column 8, lines 33-56); 

a targeted device accepting instructions that will control said device future 
behavior (column 15, lines 5-19). 

Regarding clalm(s) 57, 60, 68, 71 and 79, Kittirutsunetorn discloses a method, 
further comprising: a central computer receiving one or more DTMF tones over said 
communication network (column 3, lines 21-27); and 

translating said tones into said instructions that can affect the future behavior of a 
specific device located at a remote location (column 3, lines 21-27). 

Regarding clain(i(s) 58, 61, 69 and 72, Mankovitz discloses a method, further 
comprising: a central computer determining what information is encoded within a string 
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of DTMF tones by analyzing order in which DTMF tones are received (column 3, lines 
28-39); and 

generating instructional coding that corresponds to the detected sequence of 
DTMF tones (column 3, lines 28-39). 

Regarding clalm(s) 62 and 73. Mankovitz discloses a method, wherein the 
DTMF tones encoding information are transmitted by a central server over a 
telecommunication network to a site remote to both the server and the remote data 
entry terminal (column 3, lines 28-39). 

Regarding claim(s) 63, 74, 107 and 124, Mankovitz discloses a method, wherein 
the DTMF tones encoding information are transmitted over the Internet to a central 
server where information and instructions are extracted and process before being 
processed on to a remote targeted site where said instructions call affect the future 
behavior of an appliance (column 4, lines 27-54). 

Regarding claim(s) 64, 75, 82, 86 and 108, Mankovitz discloses a method, 
further comprising: a device at the remote site converting said DTMF tones received 
from the central computer into infrared light signals containing instructions that call 
control the behavior of the targeted appliance (column 4, lines 55-65). 
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Regarding claim(s) 65, 76. 83 and 86, Mankovitz discloses a method, further 
comprising: a device at the remote site converting said DTMF tones received from the 
central computer into audio signals containing instructions that call control the behavior 
of the targeted appliance (column 5, lines 1 1-28). 

Regarding claim(s) 66, 77, 84 and 85, Mankovitz discloses a method, further 
comprising: the device at the remote site converting said DTMF tones received from the 
central computer into electrical signals containing instructions that are conveyed by 
cable to the target appliance, and wherein said instructions will control the future 
behavior of the targeted appliance (column 6, lines 1 1-35). 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 56-87, 91, 94, 96, 100, 107, 108, 
and 111-125 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7539 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM . 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system . Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR . 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only . 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct .uspto .gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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Examiner 
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